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your monthly exploration of new music 
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16 Global Ear: Istanbul 

Turkey's whirling dervishes set Peter Culshaw's head spinning 

18 George Crumb 

This US composer has written just 30 minutes of music in the last ten years. No matter with their 
representations of war and alien life, his compositions can still upset concert hall decorum. By Nick Kimberley 

22 Ascension 

Stefan Jaworzyn is an opinionated motor-mouth skulking around the fringes of counterculture activity. He 
also happens to be one half of the world’s most incendiary guitar-noise duo. By Ben Watson 

25 Ryoji Ikeda 

Zen master of the new binary music. By Brian Duguid 

26 Autechre 

Holed up in their Sheffield studio, Sean Booth and Rob Brown transmit cryptic bulletins to the hardy 
denizens of Electro city. By Rob Young 


No U Turn 

Drenched in distortion and sub-bass pressure, the records released on this London label, home to Nico, Ed 
ne. By Will Montgomery 


34 Invisible Jukebox: The Orb’s Alex Paterson 

The good doctor of Ambient dub struggles to identify tracks by King Tubby, Bill Laswell, Viv Stanshall, 
Tonto’s Expanding Head Band, Robert Fripp and others. Inquisition conducted by Mike Barnes 


38 The Primer: John Zorn 

Simon Hopkins provides a beginner’s guide to the recordings of New York’s premier avant-nerd, from the 
Gothic collages of Naked City to Painkiller's sado-hardcore thrash 


reviews 


43 Soundcheck February's selected albums and 12*5, including new releases from AMM, Autechre, Han 
Bennink, Bowery Electric, Michael Brook, George Clinton, Coldcut & DJ Krush, Keith Jarrett, Kreidler, Peter Hammill, 
Gary Lucas, Thurston Moore, The Orb, Pavement Sonny Simmons, Suns Of Arqa, Trans Am, Alan Vega and more 
59 Print Run Fanzines a go-go 60 Multimedia Meet Jacques Remus: sonic scientist 


5 Editorial 6 Letters 8 Soundings February's selected live events, dub spaces and radio 42 Charts 
58 Freefall Music in the realm of nutty notions 64 Back Issues 65 Subscribe Bag a FREE Don 
Cherry CD 66 David Toop The Singing Dogs go walkies 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, or e-mail: the_wire@ukonline.co.uk 
Every letter published wins a FREE CD 

























MH/hM/VC Selected highlights of the month's live events, 
happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 































SMOKING CAUSES 


Chief Medical 
1 mg Tar 




HEART DISEASE 

Officers’ Warning 
0.1 mg Nicotine 
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Renegade soundwaves 
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Bundy Brown 

Muso machinations 



his Chicago apartment during the first interview he's 
granted, "but that was just the concept: its just going to 
be this thing and its going to have music on it and 
hopefully people will then be able to deal with it on the 



feature Strawberry Reids ; and contributing to the 
soundtrack of John Hughes’s new film Reach The Rode 
In the past year Brown has also produced gorgeously 
distended remixes for Rome and Tortoise, and is 
currently remixing tracks for Darryl Moore of Soul 
Static Sound while working on sample-based HipHop 


like: 'Fuck post-rock. This is a load of horse shit I’m 
gonna make a fuckin' rock record and the first song is 
going to be this tune I ripped off from The Allman 


i/er gonna get tired of listening to 


on guitar and Doug Scharin bn 
drums. The rambling lines and country twang of seve 
tracks do recall something of 70s Southern rock. Bu 

























trans am 

surrender to the night 
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trans am play Dingwalls, Febr. 26, 1997 
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In the last ten years George Crumb has produced just 30 minutes of music. No matter. His 
pieces from the 1970s, such as the apocalyptic Black Angels, remain some of the most violent 
eruptions of sonic theatre ever written. Nick Kimberley meets a composer still alive to the 
extreme possibiltiies of organic sound 












Black Angels (Nonesuch, performed by The Kronos Quartet) 













































Stefan Jaworzyn is an opinionated motor-mouth stalking the fringes of taboo culture. He is also one 
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Via their releases on Sheffield’s Warp label, the Autechre duo of Sean Booth and Rob Brown 
are searching out new dimensions in electronic sound. Meanwhile, their Disengage radio show 
has become a community news bulletin for fellow digital denizens. Interview by Rob Young 


_ transformed- 

by sound 


sis previously hidden. Only no 


Constabulary's files, allegedly), and the influence of HipHop - it 
the-fly tactics, insistent transformations — remains peivasive. 


4 


"It's about sleight of hand, where you're revealing things and then pulling them back. 
Its that sort of dynamic. But I think thafs HipHop: the whole attitude of wanting to do 
people's heads in a little bit but also give them something that they'll really appreciate 


side right ",Oisney-ality' is. .. thafs a totally mad thing to do with your track. But it did 
crafted by hiding the Rob: "Wasn't a showcase for those ideas." 

i chanical, electrical, and Sean: "It was part of the flow and it worked. Thafs it r 

aur-interme production of the describing it now." 





























CaIArts SchoolotMusic 

Innovative Programs for the 21st Century 

Composition shared learning, experimentation, writing for 



New Music 

Commission Support Scheme 
1997/98 


Composition/New Media leaders in multi-media composition, 
interactive systems, computer music. 
Performer/Composer for the musician whose creative work 
integrates performing and composing. 



lazz and African American Music performance, composi- 



lalArts Office of Admissions 

24700 McBean Parkway. Valencia. California 91355 805 / 255-1050 

http://www.calarts.edu 



THE ARTS COUNCIL OF ENGLAND 






















The music released on the No U Turn label is carrying breakbeat culture deep into the realms 
of extreme noise terror. Will Montgomery meets the label’s irrepressible owner, Nico Sykes 
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Every month we play a musician a series 
of records which they’re asked to identify 


knowledge of what they’ 
This month it’s the turn c 




invisible jukebox 
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An occasional series in which we offer a neophyte's guide to 
the must-have recordings of some of the names we like to 
drop a lot. This month, Simon Hopkins grapples with the 
genre-busting output of John Zorn 











the primer 
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charts 


Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 




!@>John Bassett 
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Through the night: February’s selected CDs, albums and 12”s 
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Fantastic voyager 

Our February offer: bag a double Don Cherry CD plus a year’s supply of TheWire for just £30 



Don Cherry was the original One World 
musician, a 'voracious multikulti sonic 
traveller. The Sonet Recordings, newly 
reissued by Verve, brings together two 
of his most rare and eclectic recordings: 
Live Ankara from 1969 and Eternal Now 
from 1973. Both albums feature the 
pocket-sized trumpeter at the height of 
his mercurial powers, interpreting the 
freewheeling atmosphere of the 
revolutionary music he made with 
Ornette Coleman in the 50s and 60s via 
vast array of exotic instruments drawn 
from Africa, the Middle East, Asia and 
the Pacific Rim. As writer Keith Knox 
raved at the time, the results are 
"masterpieces of ritual tension and 
dynamics resounding in solemn 
ceremony’ ’. You can bag a copy of this 
landmark double CD for FREE when yor 
take out your first subscription to the 
world’s most outemationalist music mag 
The Wire. Blowing our own trumpet 



Or call our Subscription Hotline on 0171 734 3555 
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NEW FULL LENGTH 


Trust in God, but tie up your camel. 
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